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H0MEMAK3RS  CHAT  WEDNESDAY,  November  6,  1940 

(FOB.  BROADCAST  'JSE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "KITCHENS  ON  PARADE"".    Information  from  the  Farm  Security  Administration, 
TJ.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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More  women  spend  more  time  in  the  kitchen  than  any  other  room  in  the  house. 
Except,  of  course,  when  they're  asleep.    Yet  the  poor  old  kitchen  is  often  sadly 
neglect  ed. 

Today  the  Farm    Security  Administration  reports  some  of  the  ways  its  borrower 
families  are  improving  their  kitchens  -  making  them  more  attractive  to  look  at  and 
more  comfortable  to  work  in. 

T.\re  might  start  with  the  family  out  in  Arizona  which  has  a  house  without  a 
kitchen.     Sounds  odd,  doesn't  it?    Not  a  sign  of  a  cookstove,  pot  or  pan  in  the 
whole  house!    The  point  is  that  the  family  uses  an  old  automobile  trailer  pulled 
up  close  to  the  house  for  a  kitchen. 

It's  the  trailer  they  came  to  Arizona  in  several  years  ago  when  a  dust  storm 
in  the  middlewest  blew  their  farm  away.    Eere  in  Arizona  they  worked  hard  and,  with 
the  aid  of  a  Farm  Security  loan,  arranged  to  build  a  little  house  and  start  farming. 
When  they  built  the  house  they  decided  to  keep  the  trailer  for  a  kitchen  so  they 
could  have  an  extra  bedroom  for  the  children. 

Well,  not  many  women  can  have  trailers  for  kitchens  and  not  many  would  want 
to  have  —  but  lots  of  women  are  busy  improving  the  kitchens  they  already  have. 
An  Arkansas  woman  had  a  particularly  bad-looking  kitchen  -  she  said  -  the  old  cook- 
stove  was  on  its  last  legs,  the  kitchen  cabinet  was  falling    to  pieces,  the  window 
shades  hung  in  shreds,  and  the  children  sat  on  lard  cans  for  chairs. 

But  a  revoluation  started  in  this  kitchen  one  day.    It  started  when  this 
woman  went  to  a  neighbor's  household  sale  and  picked  up  a  good  cookstove  for  a  few 
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dollars.     She  put  the  stove  in  her  kitchen  immediately,  and  it  looked  well  by  itself, 
but  made  the  rest  of  the  room  look  worse  than  ever.     So  she  started  to  work  on  the 
place. 

First  she  got  five  nail  kegs  and  padded  the  ends  with  scraps  of  cloth  from 
the  rag-bag.  Then  she  covered  the  kegs  with  different  colors  of  material  so  each 
child  could  choose  a  stool  to  keep  for  his  "very  own".  After  that  she  "brought  in 
an  old  rocking  chair  -  sewing  rocker,  she  called  it  -  and  upholstered  it  with  a 
sofa  pillow  and  some  figured  percale.  She  used  it  to  sit  in  and  peel  potatoes  or 
shell  peas. 

After  fixing  the  chair  and  new  stools,  the  woman  made  a  little  closet  for  her 
dishes.     She  made  it  with  three  orange  crates  by  placing  one  on  top  of  the  other 
and  nailing  them  firmly  together.     She  put  a  cretonne  curtain  in  front  to  make  the 
cabinet  look  well  and  to  keep  the  dishes  out  of  the  dust. 

Then  she  got  some  heavy  "boards  and  made  several  strong  shelves  to  put  her 
canned  fruit  on.     She  made  them  particularly  STHOiTG-  because  she  remembered  how,  last 
year,  a  shelf  had  broken  and  let  a  lot  of  jars  of  fruit  crash  to  the  floor, 

Last  of  all,  this  busy  woman  started  in  on  the  window  shades  -  the  unsightly 

rag-tags  hanging  at  the  windows.     She  ripped  the  old  shades  off  the  rollers  and, 

well,  then  she  ran  into  difficulty.     She  didn't  know  what  to  do  next.     She  had  just 
about  decided  to  leave  the  windows  bare,  when  her  FSA  home  supervisor  dropped  in  one 
day  and  suggested  some  well-starched  unbleached  muslin  for  shades. 

The  woman  took  the  suggestion  -  bought  the  cloth,  starched  it,  hemmed  it  at 
the  bottom  and  tacked  a  double  edge  at  the  top  onto  the  old  rollers.    For  tacking 
she  used  ordinary  carpet  tacks.    V/hen  she  finished  she  found  that  the  shades  would 
even  raise  and  lower,  because  the  springs  in  the  rollers  were  still  good. 

Before  "calling  it  a  day"  she  bought  some  dainty  lawn  at  a  mill-end  shop  in 
town  -  at  a  cost  of  only  Q<p  a  yard  -  made  some  fluffy  curtains.     She  threaded  them 
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on  fine  wire  -  baling  wire  I  expect  -  stretched  along  the  too  of  the  window  shades 
and  they  looked  as  neat  as  pins. 

A  Wisconsin  woman  improved  the  looks  of  her  kitchen  with  a  coat  of  paint, 
some  homemade  walnut  stain,  and  a  new  linoleum  on  the  floor.     First  she  scrubbed  the 
kitchen  from  top  to  bottom,  then  painted  the  walls  and  re-stained  the  kitchen  chairs, 
table  and  kitchen  cabinet,    When  she  took  up  the  old  linoleum,  she  saved  the  good 
piece  from  under  the  stove  and  put  it  for  a  cover  on  the  kitchen  table.     She  tacked 
it  along  the  edges  so  it  wouldn't  slip,  and  it  looked  quite  well.    Then  she  painted 
the  kitchen  woodwork  -  even  the  dirty  window  sills  and  dingy  door  facings. 

A  Georgia  woman  made  her  own  kitchen  screen  door  this  summer.     She  was  pretty 
clever  ^ith  a  saw  and  hammer  anyway,  so  it  <\rasn't  much  trouble  to  get  sone  rough 
pine  slabs  and  make  a  framework.    Then  she  bought  about  six  yards  of  screen  wire  and 
tacked  the  wire  over  the  framework.     She  used  old  door  hinges  to  put  up  the  door, 
and  used  a  strip  of  inner  tube  rubber  for  the  spring.    To  be  completely  thrifty,  she 
made  fly  swatters  from  the  left-over  scraos  of  wire. 

And  a  xvoman  in  ITevada  decided  her  kitchen  was  too  dark  with  just  one  window 
so  she  made  a  window  in  the  outside  door.     She  took  a  saw  and  some  other  tools  and 
cut  a  large  square  in  the  upper  half  of  the  solid  wooden  door.     She  cut  it  exactly 
the  size  of  a  piece  of  glass  she  had  taken  from  an  old  family  picture  frame,  and 
when  she  had  finished,  she  put  the  glass  in  place  carefully  and  drove  shingle  nails 
on  each  side  so  the  glass  would  not  fall  out.     It  worked   

Perhaps  you,  too,  are  trying  to  improve  your  kitchen.     If  so,  Farm  Security 
hopes  you  may  have  gotten  a  tip  or  two  from  hearing  the  methods  of  its  borrower 
families  today. 
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